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FOLLOWING SENT ACTION NEW DELHI INFO DACCA FROM CALCUTTA 
APRIL 25, 1977 REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION 

QUOTE 

CALCUTTA 0977 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, BG, IN 

SUB J : CONTINUING OUTCRY OVER FARAKKA UNDERSTANDING 

REF: CALCUTTA 971 

1 . CRITICISM OF THE RECENT INDO-BANGLADESH UNDERSTANDING 
ON FARAKKA HAS PASSED FROM THE EDITORIAL PAGES OF THE CAL- 
CUTTA PRESS TO THE ARENA OF STATE/CENTRE POLITICS. ON 
APRIL 22 CHIEF MINISTERY RAY ISSUED A PUBLIC STATEMENT 
EXPRESSING "DEEPEST CONCERN" OVER THE CENTRE'S REPORTED 
DECISION ON THE SHARING OF GANGES WATER WITH BANGLADESH 
"WHICH WOULD MEAN A DRASTIC REDUCTION IN THE SUPPLY OF 
UPLAND WATER... INTO THE HOOGHLY FOR KEEPING THE CALCUTTA 
PORT ALIVE..." RAY SAID HE KNEW NOTHING OF THE TERMS OF THE 
RECENT AGREEMENT AND REGRETTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF WEST 
BENGAL HAD NOT BEEN CONSULTED ON IT BY THE CENTRE; THIS GOI 
LAPSUS HE CONTRASTED WITH THE GOI S CONSULTATIONS WITH THE 
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GOWB DURING THE INDO-BANGLADESH TALKS ON FARAKKA IN DECEM- 
BER OF LAST YEAR. RAY DESCRIBED THE FARAKKA WATER ISSUE AS 
"VITAL FOR THE CALCUTTA PORT AS WELL AS THE WHOLE OF 
EASTERN INDIA." 

2. ON APRIL 24 GOWB MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS BHOLA SEN 
ISSUED A PUBLIC APPEAL TO THE GOI TO "REVIEW THE AGREEMENT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


REACHED RECENTLY BETWEEN INDIA AND BANGLADESH OVER THE 
SHARING OF GANGA WATERS AT FARAKKA AND SUPPLY AT LEAST 
35,000 CUSECS OF WATER TO THE CALCUTTA PORT DURING THE LEAN 
PERIOD.' 1 SEN REPORTEDLY TOLD THE PRESS THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
THAT ONLY ABOUT 20,500 CUSECS WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR THE 
CALCUTTA PORT UNDER THE AGREEMENT. THIS WOULD BE "INADEQUATE" 
AND "DISASTROUS". SEN SAID CALCUTTA NEEDS A MINIMUM OF 
35,000 CUSECS TO FLUSH SILTING FROM THE RIVER BED AND 
PREVENT A RISE IN SALINITY. 

3. PAPERS REPORT CALCUTTA PORT CHAIRMAN P.C. MITRA, SPEAKING 
IN BOMBAY ON APRIL 22, SAID THAT CURTAILMENT OF THE MINIMUM 
FLOW OF 40,000 CUSECS OF WATER THROUGH THE FARAKKA BARRAGE 
INTO THE HOOGHLY DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS MIGHT RESULT IN 
"VERY HEAVY" FINANCIAL LOSS TO THE COUNTRY. MITRA REPORTEDLY 
TOLD NEWSMEN THAT HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE CONTENTS OF 
THE UNDERSTANDING RECENTLY REACHED BETWEEN INDIA AND BANG- 
LADESH BUT SAID THAT THE FLOW OF WATER FROM FARAKKA HAD 
ALREADY BEEN REDUCED TO 30,000 CUSECS IN THE INTEREST OF 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

4. COMMENT: RAY’S AND SEN’S STATEMENTS ARE HARDLY SURPRIS- 
ING. THE GOWB IS FIGHTING FOR ITS LIFE AGAINST A CALL FROM 
THE GOI FOR ITS DISSOLUTION, AND THE INDO-BANGLADESH UNDER- 
STANDING ON FARAKKA OFFERS A CONVENIENT TARGET, A WAY OF 
PLAYING ON THE PERENNIAL BENGALI GRIPE OF NEGLECT AND 
DISCRIMINATION BY THE CENTER. BUT PUBLIC CRITICISM BY PORT 
CHAIRMAN MITRA IS SURPRISING, SINCE HE IS A GOI FUNCTIONARY, 

AND IT NO DOUBT REFLECTS THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH HE AND 
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MANY OTHERS HERE VIEW ANY MOVE THAT WOULD REDUCE OFFTAKE 

VIA FARAKKA INTO THE HOOGHLY. SIGNED KORN 

UNQUOTE 

SCHNEIDER 
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